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Election Procedure 
ALSA Elections are conducted in accordance with the ALSA Constitution. 
 
Overview: 
 
A 75% majority vote is required to allow a student that will not be a law student in 2019 to run 
for an executive or committee position. 
 
Proxy votes must be submitted to via the required proxy form to the ALSA Vice President 
(Administration) Saturday 7 July. 
 
Each ALSA affiliated law students’ society and association will hold two votes, and ALSA 
committee members will each hold one vote.  
 
Preferential voting applies to all positions.  
 
If only one candidate is running for a position, they will run against a vote of no confidence 
which requires a majority of votes to succeed.  
 
A person may nominate from the floor for any position which has not received a nomination     
(IT Officer). 
  



 

 

President 

Brendan Swan 
University / LSS / LSA Southern Cross University 
Law Student in 2019: Yes 
Email: b.swan.22@student.scu.edu.au 
 
By way of introduction, my name is Brendan Swan, I am a third year Bachelor of Laws student and also 
the Founder and President of the Southern Cross University Law Association (SCULA). I am also the 
elected Gold Coast Campus Representative on the Student Representation Committee (SRC) at 
Southern Cross University. 
 
I began my journey into the world of LSS/LSA’s in an abnormal way, the usual routine is to join an already 
established organisation and work your way up – mine was different. In my first year of university I led a 
team to create a new Law Student Association. There was a need and I made it happen. Two years on, 
among other things, SCULA now has a competitions program, sponsors, a highly regarded events 
portfolio and most importantly an active, advocating voice for students. 
 
In saying this, I have two fundamental values that are very close to my heart. Honesty and hard work. 
Arguably, my work ethic has arguably developed from instances such as beginning full time work from the 
age of 14 in my school holidays, through my past as a highly successful athlete and through growing up 
on a rural property. However, I am also a very empathetic person with strong communication skills and a 
deep passion to help and assist those around me. Largely, these qualities became conscious when I 
suffered a serious brain injury approximately 4 years ago while training in Muay Thai Boxing when I was 
seeking to become professional. The impact of an injury like that does not ever go away, with the 
immediate impact including my inability to attend University for two years following and a heavily 
restricted life for some time following. 
 
In any event, through running for the position of President of ALSA and in making these life experiences 
analogous, I have the ability to understand and work with a large cohort of people for their benefit. 
Although ALSA is well-administered, I am seeking to accomplish a number of goals for the organisation, 
law students and students generally across Australia. The primary goal being for ALSA to become a more 
vocal and pro-active organisation. The ALSA Council boasts a large number of current and future leaders, 
and I want to tap into that potential and when appropriate, become an organisation that is willing to step 
up and properly advocate. I look forward to all your questions! 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Brendan Swan 
 
 
Nominator 1: Cassandra Hayden (Southern Cross University) 
Nominator 2: Bryan Parsons (Bond Law Students' Association) 



 

Max Joy 
University / LSS / LSA Flinders University 
Law Student in 2019: Yes 
Email: max.joy@mail.com 
 
I am a current fifth-year Law and Arts (Criminology) student from Flinders University, and the current 
ALSA Competitions Officer. 
 
I have been involved with ALSA for four years now, starting off as a competitor in the Championship Moot 
and moving through to my current role on ALSA.  
 
Throughout my time with ALSA, my passion, desire and love for the Association and the work it does has 
grown exponentially, and I feel that there is so much I can bring to ALSA as President.  
 
As President, I would ensure that the ALSA committee recognises and understands the expectation of 
professionalism, organisation, and work-ethic, that a position on ALSA carries. Further, I would like to 
increase the personal communication with LSS/LSA's, positioning ALSA as a true and representative port 
of call for all Australian law students and their time in law school. 
 
I also plan to take strong initiative towards Conference, planning earlier and making it a Committee-wide 
focus, as opposed to the current system of placing the responsibilities solely with the Conference 
Committee. This will involve delegation of relevant tasks to Committee Members so they are more aware 
of the ‘behind-the-scenes’ organisation. 
 
I have attended numerous ALSA Councils, and am extremely familiar with the processes and sessions, 
as well as the work behind it. I believe that council can be more engaging and efficient, and would 
endeavour to further the efforts in fostering a comfortable atmosphere where all councillors feel they are 
able to freely engage in discussion. 
 
I have been witness to the professional and advocacy developments in previous years, and believe that 
this can continue to be improved upon and grow under my leadership. I would love to continue this 
positive work, and further position ALSA as a professional company that represents its members to the 
absolute best of its capabilities.  
 
During my time as the ALSA Competitions Officer I have expanded the responsibilities and resources that 
the role involves. The creation of the ALSA Student Judges Guide and the ALSA Question Writing Guide 
are two immensely beneficial resources to LSS/LSA's nationwide. I believe that I can continue the hard 
work and organisational skills, demonstrated on my time on ALSA so far, into the role of President.  
 
ALSA has been the continual highlight of my time in law school, and it would be an honour to lead the 
committee, and represent Australian law students, in the role of President. 
 
 
Nominator 1: Grace Norris (Griffith University Law Students’ Association) 
Nominator 2: Sara Shahin (Flinders University law Students’ Association)  



 

Vice President (Administration) 

Callum Lee 
University / LSS / LSA University of the Sunshine Coast Law Students' Association 
Law Student in 2019: No 
Email: callumjjlee@outlook.com 

 
I am nominating for Vice President (Administration) of ALSA because I have the experience, capability 
and leadership to help the organisation grow from strength to strength. I am the current president of the 
University of the Sunshine Coast LSA, completing my double degree in Laws (Hons) / Commerce 
(FinPlan). I have been an LSA executive member for the past four years; Treasurer for two years and 
President for the last two. I am an active and engaged member of ALSA attending three consecutive 
conferences and multiple councils as a competitor and councillor. 
 
I bring excellent time management, communication and prioritisation skills, all essential to maintain a well-
organised and functional ALSA. I am contactable and easy to talk to, something I feel is critical for any 
executive member of ALSA. I am confident in my ability to work autonomously or as part of a team. I can 
take and give instructions as required and routinely seek out advice or support. I am technically proficient 
and regularly use online collaboration tools in my employment and studies. 
 
I am a passionate advocate for access to education, resources and support and would apply myself in 
this position as a point of contact and advice for LSA/LSSs to be able to talk with ALSA directly. Clear 
communication between ALSA and LSA/LSSs is imperative to the ongoing interaction between law 
students across the country. I would implement a monthly email (or phone call) touching base with the 
presidents of LSA/LSSs to keep up to speed with what’s happening for their LSA/LSS, how they could 
use ALSA’s support, and whether there’s anything they’d like to know more about from other LSA/LSSs. 
 
I would like to see ALSA encourage LSA/LSSs to share their experiences and learnings away from 
council breakout and in a more structured way. There is untapped potential in every LSA/LSS here and 
some of you may be confident enough to share in the form of a “Teach me” program – similar to the 
forums hosted this year by ALSA, but we invite a representative from an LSA achieving great things in a 
particular area (e.g. competitions) to talk to us about what they do and some tips for the rest of us. 
I haven’t nominated for a committee position previously, but I feel have the capacity and opportunity to 
give back to ALSA which has provided me with education, friends, opportunity and support for several 
years. 
 
 
Nominator 1: Tanisha Watts (University of the Sunshine Coast Law Students' Association) 
Nominator 2: Rosalie Connor (University of Newcastle Law Students' Association) 

  



 

Justin French 
University / LSS / LSA CQU Law Society 
Law Student in 2019: Yes 
Email: justin.french@cqumail.com 

 
My name is Justin French, and I am a third-year law student of CQUniversity. I was the inaugural 
Secretary of the CQU Law Society in 2016-17, and am the current President. 
 
When we started the CQU Law Society, not only did we have the challenge of building an organisation 
from the ground up, but we also had to find a way for it to be useful in an exclusively remote format. I am 
confident that my, at times compulsive, planning and attention to detail assisted our team to keep the 
CQULS operational, but we needed to grow. 
 
This need to grow is why I have attended the conference every year for the past three years to take 
advantage of the chance to share strategies with those who are experiencing problems in much the same 
way, which is my favourite thing about ALSA. It is an example of community development done right, and 
this is why I would appreciate the opportunity to bring my skills to the table and help ALSA to continue 
supporting our organisations and our students. 
 
I believe my own experiences would assist me in this role. I have been involved in the management and 
leadership of an entirely online organisation, having the responsibilities of not only coordinating a 
committee based in different locations, but also the management of events with students based remotely. 
To do this, I had to learn to operate technology that would ensure the CQULS ran smoothly. 
 
In addition to the management side of things, I was efficient and detailed in my minute-taking, and am 
also confident in how supportive I was as Secretary to our Chair, assisting them to ensure meetings run 
smoothly. 
 
The skills and experience that I have gained as President would also be helpful in the flexibility it taught 
me regarding decision-making. When I was Secretary, I was incredibly rigid when something involved 
policy. However, as I came into the President's role, due to the need to look at the bigger picture, I had to 
learn to become more flexible while still retaining my ability to plan. 
 
In short, I am confident that the patience that I learned as Secretary, and the flexibility developed as 
President, would make me a qualified candidate for the position of Vice-President (Administration) with 
ALSA, and I would love an opportunity to give back to the community. 
 
 
Nominator 1:Emma Reed (Griffith University Law Society (Nathan Campus)) 
Nominator 2: Vivian Hoy (CQU Law Society) 

  



 

Margaret Cai  
University / LSS / LSA UTS Law Students' Society 
Law Student in 2019: Yes 
Email: margaretsecilacai@gmail.com 

 
I am in my fourth year of a Bachelor of Laws and Communication at the University of Technology, 
Sydney, and the Vice President (Education) of our LSS. In my current role, I oversee the LSS’s most 
dynamic portfolio - expanding across all our publication, wellbeing, professional mentoring, and speaker 
series initiatives. 
 
My nomination for the Vice President of Administration position stems from an eagerness to be ALSA’s 
first point of contact for law societies and associations across Australia. To me, ALSA is a springboard for 
the growth and collaboration of LSS and LSAs at both local and national levels. The VPA is at the 
forefront of this and plays a crucial role in the immediate facilitation of council and committee discussion. 
 
The success of the role is dictated by strong organisational skills and structure. I have demonstrated time 
management and effective communication through my involvement as the assistant secretary of the 
Australian Chinese Forum, and with student advocacy as the secretary of the combined law and business 
campus at UTS. My greatest strength as a leader is an ability to balance an easy-going temperament with 
a commitment to action and progress. I can work autonomously as well as cooperate effectively within a 
wider team. 
 
As VPA, I will approach the responsibility of day-to-day committee management with a strong work ethic 
and a willingness to engage in council dialogue. I am interested in exploring new ways to refine the 
structure of ALSA Council discussion, including the frequency and timing of certain sessions, and new 
methods to facilitate knowledge sharing. In particular, I believe there is scope to involve external guests 
or professionals in a designated break-out session. 
 
I have experienced ALSA as both a competitor and a council delegate. I am also aware that the 
Administration portfolio includes competitions and IT. My previous tenure as the UTS LSS Marketing 
Director and involvement in both the 2017 ALSA Championship Moot and 2018 Competitions Appeal 
Board have improved my awareness of some expectations and responsibilities related to these two roles. 
 
I have thoroughly enjoyed my time at ALSA over the last two years, and it is with the same passion and 
energy that I hope to bring to the position of VPA this coming year. 
 
 
Nominator 1: Wendy Yuan (UTS Law Students Society) 
Nominator 2: Joshua Sanchez-Lawson (Blackstone Society) 

  



 

Sharman Gronow 
University / LSS / LSA St. Patrick's Law Students' Society 
Law Student in 2019: Yes 
Email: sharman.gronow@myacu.edu.au 

 
The reason I am applying for VPA is because of my love for the work that ALSA does. The role ALSA 
plays for representation and advocacy of all law students is something that I am extremely passionate 
about. I have been involved with ALSA since September 2016 as a delegate from my own LSS, and there 
is always so much that I get out of attending. As to my background, I am studying a double of 
Laws/Psychological Science at ACU Melbourne. 
 
My organisational and communication skills demonstrate why I am a perfect candidate for this position. I 
have been on my university’s LSS since 2016, where I held 3 positions, second year rep, fundraising 
director and marketing officer. I then moved onto being Treasurer last year and hold the position of 
President this year. This has given me valuable insight into how to deal with different personalities. 
Outside of uni, I am a restaurant supervisor and have been for the last 4 years. Through these positions, I 
have proven that I am capable of managing people, handling time restraints, communicating in an 
extremely positive light and managing a heavy workload. 
 
I would be honoured to hold the position of VPA and am extremely excited for the prospects of bringing 
my own spin to council. 
 
 
Nominator 1: Nicholas Tsekouras (St. Patrick's Law Students' Society) 
Nominator 2: Gemma Curcio (University of Wollongong Law Students Society)  



 

Shelby Green 
University / LSS / LSA University of New England Law Students’ Society 
Law Student in 2019: Yes 
Email: sgreen35@myune.edu.au 

 
As Vice-President for Administration, I will endeavour to uphold and build upon the high standard of 
efficiency and organisation which we are all accustomed to as ALSA representatives. From my 
experience as Vice-President for Education of UNE Law Students’ Society I am very familiar with the 
dedication, planning and sheer volume of coffee required to coordinate large amounts of law students. I 
see the position of VP Administration as an excellent way to not only be a part of a team that helps 
improve the experience of current affiliated societies, but also as an opportunity to expand as an 
organisation and promote the voice of all law societies, great and small. Furthermore with a writing speed 
of 108 words per minute, minute taking will be a breeze. With your vote, I would be honoured to become 
a part of the ALSA family. 
 
 
Nominator 1: Caitlin Jones (University of New England Law Students’ Society) 
Nominator 2: Sophia Laparidis (Adelaide University Law Students’ Society)  



 

Vice President (Finance) 

Amanda Guruge 
University / LSS / LSA UC Isaacs Law Society 
Law Student in 2019: Yes 
Email: u3171221@uni.canberra.edu.au 
 
I am a 2nd year Juris Doctor student whilst working as a tax consultant and accountant in a private firm. I 
am currently the Treasurer for the UC ILS and have enjoyed my time thus far. This is my second year as 
a committee member. Last year I was the social officer, and with the assistance of the executive, 
organised the Annual Law Ball, which involved extreme budgeting and liaising with various venues and 
service providers to obtain a very successful night. 
 
Prior to this, I have been the President and Social and IT officer of the ANU Psychology Society as well 
as starting the ANU Touch Rugby League Society as President and have had a lot of experience with 
managing the finances of these societies. My day job as an accountant has equipped me with the skills to 
prepare accounts and financials for small to large businesses, and tax consulting experience has 
provided me with the skills to identify business law and tax issues. I am also the co-founder of the 
community group, Ceylon Youth Canberra, which has the objective of gathering the Sri Lankan youth in 
Canberra for social events and fundraising events. 
 
As a post-graduate student in a student society, inclusion and support of post-graduate and mature age 
students is a major focus and point of change for myself. As an undergraduate, I felt there was a lot of 
support from student societies, however for postgraduate students there is less support, and even if it is 
there, students do not feel comfortable accessing the support or aren't even aware of social, career and 
educational events that are held by student societies. I believe that through education and over time, this 
barrier between postgraduate and undergraduate students can end, and postgraduate students are both 
aware and comfortable to attend events. 
 
Outside of work and uni, I love to garden and eat (and cook when there's time). I also enjoy volunteering 
and doing community work where I can. For 12 years I volunteered as a netball coach for various 
community clubs in Melbourne and Canberra. In addition, I have spent Friday nights volunteering in the 
Canberra Hospital Emergency Department talking to patients and family and helped organise fundraisers 
within the Sri Lankan community. 
 
 
Nominator 1: Claire Marron (UC Isaacs Law Society) 
Nominator 2: Sharman Gronow (St Patrick’s Law Society)  



 

Vice President (Education) 

Bryan Parsons 
University / LSS / LSA Bond University Law Students' Association 
Law Student in 2019: Yes 
Email: parsons.bryan.97@gmail.com 
 
My Name is Bryan Parsons, and I am a 3rd year (8th semester) Bachelor of Laws/Bachelor of Biomedical 
Science student from Bond University. I am also the current Immediate Past President for the Bond 
University Law Students’ Association. I have served on the Law Students Association at Bond for 2 years 
– firstly as the Special Interests Director from 2016-2017, and the President from 2017-2018. In my first 
role, I was responsible for co-ordinating the mental health and LGBTQIA+ Initiatives for the LSA, and in 
my second role I oversaw all operations within the LSA. My drive to run during my first year was largely 
because my personal need to increase the representation within the LGBTQIA+ community – particularly 
in the legal sector. I had been volunteering for a national LGBTQIA+ Mentoring organisation, and wanted 
to increase representation at Bond University. During my term I implemented an LGBTQIA+ Terminology 
and Issues guide, as well as consulting students regularly concerning any representative issues they 
were having. I then decided to run for President as I felt the need to continue to help and represent 
students – particularly to university management. I would now like to bring this innovation and 
representation into a national sphere. I would like to represent the needs of all LSA’s by continuing the 
work that ALSA is currently doing regarding SSAF Funding, as well as considering career prospects and 
the future of law. The Bond LSA has positive relations with our Faculty of Law and this is something I 
would like to help other Universities achieve. I would like to use my knowledge of these relationships as 
well as my personal interest in legal innovation to represent all LSA’s on a national scale. Apart from my 
aspirations, I additionally have the organisational skills to serve ALSA to my full capacity. In addition to 
my organisational skills, my strongest personal quality is my resilience – I don’t give up easily and I am 
willing to buckle down and get things done. During both of my terms, I have juggled multiple 
commitments, including domestic Moots and Negotiations, part time work, and am currently an editor of 
the Bond Law Review, all on top of full time study. I therefore feel that I will be able to serve the members 
of ALSA to my fullest capacity, and I look forward to your questions. 
 
 
Nominator 1: Rosalie Connor (University of Newcastle Law Students' Association) 
Nominator 2: Rebecca McKenzie (University of Wollongong Law Students' Society) 

  



 

Claire Marron 
University / LSS / LSA University of Canberra Isaacs Law Society 
Law Student in 2019: Yes 
Email: Claire.marron@gmail.com 
 
I will be going into my final year of Law/Politics and International Relations at the University of Canberra 
where I am currently the President of Isaacs LSS. 
 
I have been involved in my LSS since 2016, including in the role of education officer where I focused on 
skill provision. I have been able to attend a number of ALSA Councils during my time with Isaacs and 
recognise that there are recurring concerns voiced by LSS/A’s that the education portfolio has the 
potential to assist with. 
 
As well as continuing in the current advocacy and social justice work of the portfolio, I would like to see 
education take a more proactive role in the support of Australian law students through the provision of 
skills and tools. The education portfolio is well placed to work with other members of the ALSA Committee 
to develop relationships with industry in the hopes of addressing concerns raised at Council. Subject to 
the views of the Council and the education team I would like to work to develop national partnerships to 
assist LSS/As with the health and wellbeing of students, centralising information and providing support or 
training where appropriate. 
 
I would like to see the education portfolio take on responsibility to provide LSS/A’s with practical skills and 
tools to assist in their local operations. I believe that the portfolio would be well placed to continue to 
development of the online knowledge sharing sessions, either in the current format or through seminar 
presentations. I would like to continue to build on the advocacy guide being developed through 
developing guides and tools to assist in areas such as handover which continually arise at Council. I 
would also like to work to develop a more comprehensive database of resources shared through the 
knowledge sharing space, to assist established and new LSS/A’s in their development and growth. 
I would relish the opportunity to grow through ALSA and work to improve the experiences of LSS/As and 
law students more broadly. 
 
 
Nominator 1: Sharman Gronow (St Patrick’s Law Society - ACU Melbourne) 
Nominator 2: Alison Dawes (Southern Cross University Student Law Society) 

  



 

Gemma Curcio 
University / LSS / LSA University of Wollongong Law Students Society 
Law Student in 2019: Yes 
Email: gc957@uowmail.edu.au 
 
I am a fourth year law and international studies student at the university of Wollongong with a passion for 
leadership and service of others. I am a loyal, responsible, self-motivated person who can work equally, 
supervised and unsupervised, as an individual or part of a team. I would appreciate the opportunity to be 
a part of the ALSA committee as Vice President of Education, as I believe the role would have a lot to 
offer in terms of experience and I hope to better assist law students across Australia. 
 
In the last year I have been elected as the Vice President of Education at the University of Wollongong. 
As a part of my role, I was able to run a successful first year mentoring program in order to assist first 
year students in navigating themselves through the first six weeks of semester, which also engaged a 
number of students from other years. I was able to also successfully implement my new initiative of the 
UOWLSS Seminar Series where I engaged practitioners and academics to speak to our students about 
their experience and the reality of the law whilst also giving students an opportunity to network. We have 
also advocated for women in the law and have commenced collaborating with the Women’s Lawyers 
Association Chapter in Wollongong and shared events with them for our students to better engage with a 
wider sphere of practitioners. I have thoroughly enjoyed my experience of VPE over the course of the 
year and have found it a very rewarding and invaluable experience. 
 
If I were to be elected, I would like to begin more of an advocacy role. In my short but enlightening 
experience of ALSA it is very clear that students across universities are all facing a number of the same 
issues and challenges that have continued to go unresolved. I have noticed over the course of the week 
that regulating student associations have caused challenges for LSS/LSA’s and I would like to research 
into this a little more and seek what options are available for us all going forward. In this capacity I will 
strive to complete the amazing work that Mardi has done in her term and follow through as well as 
develop our understanding of SSAF and implications that have arisen for students throughout Australia. 
 
I would be very humbled if elected to represent you all as Vice President of Education. 
 
 
Nominator 1: Jordan West (University of Wollongong Law Student's Society) 
Nominator 2: Madeleine Goodsir (Notre Dame Sydney Law Society) 

  



 

Competitions Officer 

Prisca Ochan 
University / LSS / LSA ANU Law Students' Society 
Law Student in 2019: Yes 
Email: priscaochan@gmail.com 
 
My name is Prisca and I am in my third year of my Law and Political Science degrees at the Australian 
National University. I am nominating for Competitions Officer because I am so, so passionate about legal 
competitions and feel that I am well suited for this role! I have extensive experience in both competing in 
legal competitions and running them. I understand the hard work, time and energy that goes into these 
competitions, and the benefits they afford us as law students. They can help improve our oral and written 
advocacy skills, public speaking skills and perhaps even make us more marketable to legal employers in 
the long run. Honestly, for me anyway, these competitions are just a lot of fun! 
 
I have known about ALSA for a while now, and have had dealings with ALSA, primarily in my role as 
Competitions Director of the ANU International Law Society. When I saw that Committee Position 
nominations were open again, I was so excited! 
 
I have comprehensive experience organising, facilitating and competing in both internal and external legal 
competitions. This year, I competed in the ANU LSS Senior Witness Examination Competition and made 
it to the Grand Finals of said competition. Last year, I was a Semi Finalist in the ANU LSS Novice Witness 
Examination Competition. I have also taken part in the Negotiation and Mooting competitions held by the 
ANU LSS. In terms of external competitions, I have represented ANU in the ACT DPP (Director of Public 
Prosecutions) Plate Mock Trial Competition in 2018 and the AAT (Administrative Appeals Tribunal) Moot 
in 2017. I have really enjoyed taking part in all of these competitions, and can't wait to try out Client 
Interview next semester. After this, I would have done all of the competitions the ANU LSS has to offer. 
My experience with competitions does not stop here, however. 
 
In terms of my experience with organising, running and facilitating competitions, I am currently External 
Competitions Director with the ANU Law Students' Society Competitions Officer with the ANU 
International Law Society. As External Competitions Director, I facilitiate and organise ANU's involvement 
in external legal competitions such as the Administrative Appeals Tribunal (AAT) Moot, the Animal Law 
Moot, the Baker McKenzie National Women's Moot, the Castan Centre for Human Rights Moot, the Gibbs 
Constitutional Law Moot, the Kirby Contract Law Moot, and the OUW & ANU Criminal Law Moot. I also 
organise practice moots and help to choose the team members who represent ANU at these 
competitions. As Competitions Director for the ANU ILS, the primary moot I run is the IHL moot. In 
semester two, I will also be running a Learn2Moot session for novice mooters. I am also in charge of a 
Competitions Subcommittee. 
 
Ultimately, all of this experience ensures that I have very intimate knowledge about how competitions are 
run. I believe that I have great time management, communication and organisational skills and would be 
able to take on these responsibilities required of my as ALSA's Competitions Officer. 
 
Nominator 1: Manya Sinha (ANU Law Students' Society) 
Nominator 2: Ian Cheung (QUT Law Student Society)  



 

Marketing Officer 

Alison Jones 
University / LSS / LSA Adelaide University Law Students' Society 
Law Student in 2019: Yes 
Email: alison.jones01@student.adelaide.edu.au 
 
Given the opportunity, I would love to continue the great work Christina has done this year. Particularly, I 
have liked the consistency between ALSA’s Facebook posts and promotional content for both February 
and July Council and was impressed with the Delegates’ Guide. As Marketing Officer, I would understand 
the importance of being able to strike a balance between professional and more lighthearted content; I 
also understand that as much as I love making memes, the role goes far beyond that. As a past editor of 
our student magazine, I'm experienced in writing and creating content for student audiences and have 
experience in using different types of marketing platforms. 
 
One area that could be explored by ALSA is the use of video content. Having been involved in our Law 
Revue over the past three years I film and edit videos myself. Similarly, when marketing our annual Law 
Ball last year I decided to create a ‘hype video’ which was extremely well received on Facebook. A similar 
video could be made in the lead up to Conference 2019. The ALSA Instagram has been more active this 
year and I've really enjoyed seeing the posts that have been made throughout the week. Having 
managed the AULSS Instagram account (@aulsstagram) for the past three years, I’m very experienced in 
creating content for a large student audience. In that time I've also tripled the amount of followers we 
have by making regular and relevant posts; I would love to see the ALSA Instagram account grow in the 
same way and would be sure to apply the same level of dedication that I have with our AULSS account. 
In terms of design, as the Director of Activities, I was responsible for designing some event posters (shout 
out to #Canva) and have also designed our Law Revue poster for the past two years. 
 
Overall, this role is one that aligns with both my personal interests and skills. As a borderline social media 
addict, I would bring a strong level of enthusiasm to the role and would be grateful for the opportunity to 
be part of running Council. I've been really inspired by the high level of collaboration the ALSA committee 
has demonstrated and I’m willing to bring the same level of commitment next year. I love memes and 
creating online content, I love anything law society related and would love to be your Marketing Officer! 
 
 
Nominator 1: Anthony Stoks (Flinders Law Students' Association) 
Nominator 2: Margaret Cai (University of Technology Sydney)  



 

 

Nicholas Tsekouras  
University / LSS / LSA St Patrick's Law Students' Society 
Law Student in 2019: Yes 
Email: nickotsekouras@gmail.com 
 
I have a strong interest in the area of social media and have proven organisational and design skills. I am 
the current Vice-President of the St Patrick’s LSS (ACU Melbourne) and have a long history of experience 
in a range of positions. 
 
I am currently studying a Bachelor of Arts/Laws where my major in my Arts components is Visual Arts. 
Through these studies I have been able to explore a wide range of artistic directions where I have chosen 
to focus on marketing and design. This has been a passion of mine since childhood and something I 
always endeavour to combine into my everyday life. 
 
I have been on my LSS committee for the last 3 years, currently in the position of Vice-President and 
previously as the Director of Events. I have experience in all areas of the committee (Social Media, 
Marketing, Events & Fundraising) where I have chosen to hone my skills and put them to best use. 
Particularly in this role, I have delivered a very successful Law Ball and Law Breakfast. I can thank these 
successes for my implementation of various marketing and social media strategies. 
 
For the last two years I have been engaged in my local surf club (Lorne SLSC) where I have offered my 
design skills to construct a new website amongst other things. I was also responsible for the management 
of the social media accounts, publication design and distribution. In the launch of my suit business, I also 
was responsible for the website launch and social media platforms and campaigns responsible for selling 
the product. With all these roles, I have a great amount of training in many Adobe software tools as well 
as personal and committee experience using programs such as Canva. Although only just attending 
council for the first time this year, I have been inspired by the work of the ALSA committee. If elected, I 
will make it my aim to increase the social media content and deliver new and exciting designs to the 
committee. 
 
 
 
Nominator 1: Sharman Gronow (St Patrick's Law Students' Society) 
Nominator 2: Madeline Goodsiri (Notre Dame Sydney Law Society) 
 

  



 

Sponsorship Officer 

Gianluca Rossi 
University / LSS / LSA ACU Melbourne - St Patrick's Law Students' Society 
Law Student in 2019: Yes 

Email: gianluca.rossi@myacu.edu.au 
 
My name is Gianluca and I am the current Treasurer of the St Patrick's Law Students' Society (SPLSS). I 
am applying for the 2018-19 officer for sponsorship on the Australian Law Students' Association (ALSA). 
Through my position at SPLSS I have become commercially-minded and have assisted in achieving 
many financial goals for the society, following its build up through past executive members in the past two 
years. 
 
Aside from securing funding from the university, and creating financial plans through events the society 
runs, I am in the midst of establishing the society's first sponsorship following planning since my election 
as Treasurer in September last year. This I believe has equipped me with the necessary skills and 
tenacity to succeed in this particular role, to ensure that the peak advocacy body for Australian law 
students is financially stable through sponsorship.  
 
In addition to this, I believe that I connected well with many ALSA committee members following my first 
attendance at the council in February this year - Arvin Nitchingham and Esther Adeyinka to name a 
couple, who I am sure can attest to my character. Having attended that weekend, I enjoyed the aura of 
the committee and gained a greater appreciation for the advocacy it extends itself in to improve the 
Australian law student experience - something I would love to be a part of. 
 

 
Nominator 1: Joshua Sanchez-Lawson (Blackstone Society) 
Nominator 2: Sharman Gronow (St Patrick's Law Students' Society)  



 

William Vu 
University / LSS / LSA UNSW Law Society 
Law Student in 2019: No 
Email: w.vu@unsw.edu.au 
 
I am currently the Co-President of the University of New South Wales Law Society (‘LawSoc’). As part of 
my role, I am heavily involved in all things sponsorship, from forming and maintaining relationships with 
sponsors, ensuring obligations are carried out and negotiating agreements. 
 
At LawSoc, the Presidents work closely with our three sponsorship directors. Similarly to ALSA, we 
produce our prospectuses for the year ahead, send these out before Christmas and begin meeting with 
firms who may be interested in sponsoring. I assisted in creating our prospectuses, but in particular our 
Hong Kong Law Fair Prospectus, which would be similar to ALSA’s one in that we largely offer 
sponsorship of a few large items (eg Hong Kong Law Fair for LawSoc, Conference for ALSA) as well as 
other smaller items. I also then attended meetings throughout the summer and negotiated directly with 
firms to ensure a mutually beneficial outcome. 
 
My efforts along with my Co-President, Nikita, and our sponsorship directors saw LawSoc increase 
domestic and international sponsorship by almost 15%, hitting an all-time record. 
 
So from my experience in LawSoc sponsorship, I want to bring to ALSA two broad things. 
 
First, I want to help increase sponsorship for ALSA. I do this in the full awareness that this can take away 
from individual LSS/LSA sponsorship, and so I would also seek out sponsorship outside of traditional 
paths, such as banks, consulting and accounting firms. These extra funds can go towards extra 
Equity/Councillor grants, the Equity and Community Involvement Scholarships, as well as helping to 
reduce the financial burden of Conference costs. 
 
Second, I want to increase knowledge sharing on sponsorship. Whilst LawSoc has been fortunate to have 
established relationships with many firms, there are also more general tips that can help LSSs/LSAs of all 
sizes. I am keen to share my insight into the firms, including their particular strategic priorities, budgets 
and particular tips on how to maintain sponsor relationships. I want to continue the sponsorship breakouts 
run by Arvin this year and continue using that space to ensure all LSSs/LSAs can maximise their 
potential. I was also particularly impressed by the level of transparency of ALSA sponsorship, and would 
look to continue this in 2019. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nominator 1: Madeleine Goodsir (Notre Dame Sydney Law Society) 
Nominator 2: Leon Warren (Macquarie University Law Society) 

 



 

Careers Officer 

Briony Whyte 
University / LSS / LSA The University of Notre Dame Australia (Fremantle Campus) / Notre Dame 
Students Association 
Law Student in 2019: No 
Email: briony.whyte1992@gmail.com 
 
I am writing to nominate myself for the position of Careers Officer of the Australian Law Students 
Association for 2019. I am slated to graduate at the end of this year; however, I am a passionate 
representative of law students and their interests, and this will not fade with my progression away from my 
studies and into the profession. I am currently the Vice President (Careers and Education) of the Notre 
Dame Law Students’ Society (NDLSS) at the University of Notre Dame Australia’s Fremantle Campus, 
and last year I held the position of second year representative. I’m an enthusiastic person who enjoys 
learning for the sake of learning’s sake, and I am an active listener. I ensure that if I make a commitment, 
I follow through on it, and any work that I produce is an example of my best work. 
 
My current role with the NDLSS has allowed me to experience a number of the key tasks the Careers 
Officer is required to undertake, including drafting the content for the annual NDLSS Careers Guide, 
undertaking the graphic design work for the publication and liaising with both internal (law school) 
contributors and external contributors, such as Human Resources managers and recent graduates. This 
publication can be found here. Developing this guide has taught me how to write for and edit student 
publications, how to engage with sponsors and key contributors, and how to create cohesive and visually 
appealing publications. 
 
I have also worked hard this year to promote the ‘eNDLSS possibilities’ a law degree offers; a project that 
I would aim to expand, should I be elected. This has involved working with mid-tier and boutique firms, as 
well as government departments, consulting firms, community legal centres, policy writers and other 
employers to engage with students through both visits to campus and submissions in publications. It has 
culminated in the hosting of the inaugural ‘eNDLSS Possibilities’ Careers Expo and the inclusion of a 
number of additional feature articles in the NDLSS careers Guide, such as write-ups on practice areas 
 
If elected, I promise to be an enthusiastic, hard-working and reliable committee member. I will maintain an 
approachable and considerate attitude at all times, and I will work to promote the interests of law students 
and their transition into legal careers Australia-wide. 
 
 
Nominator 1: Ellen Richmond (Curtin Law Students' Society) 
Nominator 2: Alison Jones (Adelaide University Law Students' Society)  



 

 

Sophia Laparidis 
University / LSS / LSA Adelaide University Law Students' Society 
Law Student in 2019: Yes 
Email: sophia.laparidis@student.adelaide.edu.au 
 
I am currently Director of Activities of the Adelaide University Law Students’ Society. My role includes not 
only organising every event on the social calendar but also preparing budgets and liaising with the 
Director of Careers and Sponsorship regarding sponsors for academic events. I display the everyday 
tasks suggested for this position through my communication with the executive of my LSS where, if 
unable to have face to face meetings, sometimes conduct meetings via video conference. I often report to 
the President regarding my portfolio including the entire Executive through informal discussions which 
allows them to be aware of the progression of my portfolio and upcoming projects. In committee 
meetings, which have also been attended by students who are not on the committee, I often initiate 
discussions pertaining to new events and incentives which engages the broader Law School community 
whose perspectives I have been able to incorporate into my work. 
 
I have contributed to Law School publications through writing articles and summaries for the Careers 
Guide and First Year Guide which are distributed as informative directories and light-hearted comical 
articles for the Hilarian; our satire magazine. Through campaigns for the activities held during my current 
role, I have become familiar with designing posters and articles which is a transferrable skill which can be 
used for the design of guides as Careers Officer. 
 
As a penultimate year student, I am familiar with the intricate difficulties of applying for clerkships. Should 
I be elected Career Officer, I would strive to make this process and the ability of Law Students to gain 
relevant experience more accessible. Since starting at Law School, I have consistently competed in 
mooting competitions and been involved in volunteering as a witness for witness examination and a client 
for client interviewing. I understand the importance of gaining practical advocacy experience which 
employers value and would be interested in working with the Competitions Officer to ensure that the 
necessary importance is placed on this. My involvement in Lex Salus, the health and wellbeing initiative 
of the Adelaide Law School, shows my commitment to the mental wellbeing of law students seeking to 
progress into a competitive workforce. Consequently as Careers Officer I would focus on increasing the 
emphasis on personal and professional wellbeing throughout your legal career. 
 
 
Nominator 1: Sara Shahin (Flinders Law Students' Association) 
Nominator 2: Shelby Green (University of New England Law Students' Society)  



 

Education Officer (Higher Education) 

Madeleine Goodsir 
University / LSS / LSA Notre Dame Sydney Law Society 
Law Student in 2019: Yes 
Email: madeleine17goodsir@hotmail.com 
 
I am currently in my fourth year of Arts/Law at the University of Notre Dame in Sydney and the President 
of the Notre Dame Sydney Law Society. 
 
From the beginning of my time at Notre Dame I have been involved with the LSS in various capacities 
and because of this I have been afforded the opportunity to attend conference both as a councillor and a 
competitor. From these experiences I have gained an insight into the capacity of ALSA to not only bring 
students together but to unite on major issues and advocate on behalf of those students. 
 
As a law student from a boutique university I feel that ALSA has an important platform in assisting 
LSS’/LSA’s to advocate for local issues and also more broadly in advocating on a national level for law 
students generally. I believe that the work done this year to develop the advocacy guide can be expanded 
upon to better utilise the resources and networks that ALSA creates to assist LSS’s/LSA’s to advocate for 
issues locally. I would like to strengthen the working and knowledge sharing spaces within ALSA to 
facilitate the collaboration between LSS’s/LSA’s and in turn allow for greater communication and support 
on advocacy issues. 
 
My experiences with my LSS are also a demonstration of my strong work ethic and commitment and 
devotion to representing and supporting our law students. In my role as President I have been privy to 
reoccurring advocacy issues brought forward by students. These experiences have developed my 
passion for ensuring that the process of advocacy is done correctly and also reflects my vision of the 
need to have a more formalised collaborative space to share experiences of resolving issues, as it is 
often the case that these issues are reoccurring across a number of universities. 
 
Finally, this year I have experienced first hand the issues of a lack of resources and funding stemming 
from the University and believe that this is a crucial and important avenue for ALSA to continue to explore 
and advocate on. 
 
As leaders of our peers I see advocacy as a fundamental role of our positions, which allows us to voice 
the concerns of our students and create change on behalf of those we are representing. It is for this 
reason that I would love the opportunity to be considered for Education Officer (Higher Education). 
 
 
Nominator 1: Gemma Curcio (University of Wollongong Law Students Society) 
Nominator 2: William Vu (UNSW Law Society)  



 

Education Officer (Students and Community) 

Petra Perlitz 
University / LSS / LSA Western Sydney Law Students’ Association 
Law Student in 2019: Yes 
Email: President@wslsa.com.au 
 
With an extensive background in advocacy and social justice, I believe I would be the ideal candidate for 
this position. I have represented the largest youth population in NSW, through research and consultation 
with various bodies I have advocated for additional funding, safe spaces, and programs for youth in my 
area. 
 
In addition, as the current President of the WSLSA, I have effectively advocated for better exam 
timetables, and a greater availability of units each semester. I am also in the process of establishing a 
Women’s Leadership program at WSU. 
 
A key initiative of mine would be to introduce a “Strengths Guide” which will showcase the strengths and 
unique attributes of RRRB universities to major stakeholders. 
 
 
Nominator 1: Alison Dawes (SCU) 
Nominator 2: Alison Jones (Adelaide) 


